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"11th Chapter of Hos E A, gth Verſe. 
Itth wh Hos E A, gthVerſe.. 


— am God and not Man. I bac 


8 (Mae; is 1 8A „ more 


Publick Good, than the regulating his 


Paſſions, and reſtraining his Reſentments, the | 


being of a meek, merciful, and forgiving. Tem- 


per; therefore this is the great Deſign, and der- 
tain Effect of true Chriſtianity, and God leads 


us towards it, not only by many Precepts, but 
alfo by his own Example; ; particularly, . by 
ſetting before us, in what manner he himſelf 
deals with Gafu), Men, and in how very dif- 


ferent a Way they deal with one another. 15 


But this is no where. done ſo; Lively, o 
Emphatically, as in theſe few Words, 1. am God 
and not Man. 10 til 
| For God; having frat this: Pr phet 0 1% 
naunce his . againſt the 


7 5 Tribes; 


which. had revolted Fane him, and; he. 


were often called Ephram, from the Chief of, 
__ en, „ them, 


4 . 


to each Man's Happineſs, and to the 


(4) 


them, and ſeeming juſt ready to put them in 
Execution he relents of à ſudden, with all 
the tenderneſs of an indulgent Parent, and 
cries out, v. 8. How ſhall I give thee up Ephraim ? 
Hou ſoall T deliver thee Iſrael? How foall J make 
thee 45 Admah! ? How af. [ ſes thee as m? 7 


yk pm altho' thele Words are full of 
Grace and Mercy, yet they contain a pathe- 
tick Reproof, and muſt give a paſſionate and 
revengeful Man a ſudden and ſurprifing Sight 
of himſelf; and, if he had any Virtue left, 
wou d ſhame him into Patience, Gentleneſs and 
Charity. That they may Have this happy Ef- 
fect, I beg leave to. diſcourſe of them farther 
in this method. , 

I. I ſhall give you a ſhort View of the Divine 
and Humane Nature, and ſhew the vaſt dif- 

_ ference between God and Man, eſpecially as to 


his dealing with Men, wy Mens with one ano- 35 
ha | | 91.67 097 


Il. 1 


3. 


II. I ſhall ſhew, That the greateſt Trprove- 
ment of Humane Nature, is to imitate God 
in thoſe Attributes, in reſpe& to which, he 
declares: himſelf) here to be God" and © not - - 
Man.” Err 4” RESTS: DIS; E Fo, | 
3 II. That, as this is beuge in the Cofpel. | 
in the moſt ſtrict and poſitive manner, ſo 
the greateſt Aſſiſtance and moſt! powerful Mo- 
tives, are to be found there to this Pur- 
ſe 2M BY & 
e the firſt. The very Nome of God malt 
fill the rational Soul With all that is Perfect and 
Adorable; Wisdom, 9. Juſtiee, HFolineſs and 
Goodneſs, flow in at once, upon the Mind, 
at the firſt mention of it: But of all theſe, none 
is more viſible to us, than his Goodnefs ; none 
18 there that he delights. in more himſelf: 

It is th which he wou'd have the Foundation 
of our Worſhip and Obedience: It's thro this; 
that he would have us behold his other Attri- | 
butes; That we might not be ſtartled at his 
univerſal Knowledge, not tremble at his Al- 
mighty Power, when we are aſſur'd that both 
are attended and directed by his infinite Go 

| neſs. „ 
Vet to have a night Notion of God's Gods? 
neſs, we are not only to conſider him as our 
Cre reator and Preſerver ; or as the — 
iver 


„ is 6 * 
Giver of all good. Things, but alſo as . 
lieyer'of our Afflictions, and the comforter of 
our Jorrows; 3 neither ſhould we conſider him 
only as forbearing and long-ſuffering, as to this 
World, but as remitting all Puniſhment for the 
| World to come: But his can be de through ö 
Chriſt Jeſus. 9116" 
For otherwiſe, how: could eo by. the help 
of Reaſon, of the ligt of Nature, ever beal- 
ſur'd, that Divine Juſtice cou'd be ſatisfy'd for 
Sin 2 For one Attribute tg break in upon ano- 
ther, wou'd argus iinparfettion [inthe Divine. 
ket therefore, cho. Had ſhoud exceed 
ever ſo much. in Goodneſs, ;this wau'd not make? 
amends: for any defect in his. Holineſs or Ju- 
ſtice: And ſings God has given Laws: even; rin; 
the! fare of Nature, ron ed; [upgn: the: No- 
tions f Good: and Exil. eee 5 
and confirm'd thoſe. M Revelation, and 
annęged ſolemu ang! Jncarlfyl. 510 eat upen the 
bench of them 3 ſince all dm is the breach f 
ſome ape of theſe Laws, 28d Nuniſhment muſh; 
be due to it, both accerding % God's Truth: 
and quſtigen : Heu again ned ne er 
been at liberty to have exerted it ſelf, unless 


the had been Gtigfy'd? But, bow cb A- they 


e ys hayes been ſo f put by! the: perfect Obedi· 
ene, and menitorieus; ns Sib Gn the Hely 5 


19415) Ho 


wo = 
Jeſus. From bence | therefore is it, from hence 
alone, tler Divine Mercy ſhines out upon the 
World, in Forbearance and Long-fuffering, in 
Pardon and Forgiveneſs; fuch Forgiveneſs as 
extends not only to the remitting of - Femporal, 
but of Eternal Puniſnment; Fee rar beſtow- 
ing of an Eternab Reward. 20 
_ Wherefore, tho! Natural Relig b Kat hüd 
its Raptures of Gratitude; and — Praiſe; 
yet this wonderful - Manifeftation of Divine 
Goodneſs „ aſtoniſſid the Angels chennſel tes, 
2 was the Subject of that Neu S in Hee 
ven „ when thoufands of thoufands uf ther 
| fell down before:the:. Laub that was dumb: before 
thei Sheereys, and oſteurti not dis Mouth, crying aug 
with a loud Vvice Gf Joy and Thankig G 
1 N Ota t N T9030 Pie. 


ran str OF Yo 9 v7 5 
JW: 1 actlient view! of Dinini 6 Gundneſs. 
= Mexcy, :towasds finfubi Mang Bat aue! 

on the other fide; tow does finful Mao bez 
have Riniſelf dard hwiYratker-t' how often 
does: he 1ſweld with) Pride, Envy and Malice! 
aw! my . auablb is is dagen hun can His ; 
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any Temper at laſt, then, 


@@Y 


Revenge! what fury 1 is in- Looks! what Curſes 5 
in his Mouth! and \whit: Cruelty in his 
Actions! Peeviſſi and Reſtleſs in his Retire · 
ments, 1 Tos in the Hauſe, and Frantick among 
bis Servants,” Eceleſiaſtic. 4 cap. v. 30. Abroad, 
jealous of his Wit, his Knowledge or his 
Courage and thro' Impatience to ſhew them 
all, Inſplent and Unſociable:? Mingling his 
Relentments even with his Devotions, asking 
Forgiveneſs, though reſoly'd to grant none; 
and bringing zan Hard and revengeful Heart, 
inſtead of à broken and a contrite One, into 
the preſence of a merciful and forgiving Re- 
deemer: Or if he happen to be brought to 
how. provoking 
xe. the Formalities of Reconciliation !: how 
abſurd are the Niceties\; and. Scxuples of 
pretended Honour! while he TT. out 
juſt ſo much Forgiveneſs, for o much Wor- 
ſbip and Submiſſion, from, his Fellow Erra- 
tures. 314. jo 6 IVEY e 8 YOGI 10 Q Neth. Wal 01 - Fatt 8 
This is ſo very true of 8 many Thouſands, 
that the Prophet here makes it a general 
deſcription of Humane Nature: But is this 
the Creature that was made after God's Image? 
Can this be the Diſciple of the Meek, the 
Suffering and Forgiving Son of God ? yet to 
der our * chls Lad difference be- 


tween 


Fd 


18 and inſolent to his 8 


"a 


markable, if We e them more particu- 
Bly | 


tween God. and 28 will appear more re- 


ES Firſt = 3 us conſider tue Great Ma- 
je y of the moſt High God: How Glorious! 


ow . Powerful! How Terrible it 1s, as the 


Prophet Hahakkuk excellently deſcribes i it, cap. 


3. v. 5, Go Before bim went the Peſtilence, and 


burning Coal went forth at Bis F. ect. He find | 


and meaſured. the Earth: He beheld, and. drove 


aſunder the Nations, and the everla ing 1 3H 
tains were. ſcattered, the erperual Hills di bow, 
; The Sun and Moon ſtood 12 he | 
as be marched through the Land in Indignatioi, and 


thr ed the. Heathen in his Anger. But alas! : 


what: is Man! Man whoſe Wiſdom. is, Folly. 


and Power Weakneſs | 5 1 ho dwelleth i an Houſes 


of - Clay, whoſe. Foundation 7s. in the Daft, 080 6 


cruel before the Math, Job I. v. 13. Let this is 


that Creature ſo jealous i in his Pride, ſo pal- 


in their, Habitation, 


ſionate in his, Temper : This is the Wretch fh hat 


Rages, Curſes, and Blaſphemes upon every 


Trifle; That offers all Injuries and forgives 
none; That is imp 


0 od; V while That 1 great an 21 
powerful Being, is. flow, to. Anger, and pler 


teous in Mercy ; 5 whil e le the glorious. Mije * of 


of - 


2 


Heaven, thong gh. a 9. 1 5 Bat ; 


* BIT 


lacable to. his, Neighbour 


* 


"4 to ) 
tho Sins; though he fees his Laws trand. 
greſt, and his Mercies deſplsd every Day. 
every Moment; pet ſtill is Forbearing, and 
Leng, fill: Waiting ro. be Gkacious | 

to Us | 
2. God is Eternal, Ae ly beth Thtntortdlity, 
i Tim. 6. 16. Becaufe he i without Begin | 
Hing, 4s well as without End; and becauſe tis 
he dne thar can impart it to others: For 
| ith too is his Mercy LY Eternity. 
"Twas not ehougli that God Man out b 
the Duſt, and endow'd him with a rational 
foul unleſs that Soul Were made Immortal, 
the might communfcate His Goodneſs to it 
r GE and make it happy e 
555 by What wonderful Teas d' Divine 
work to bring this do Pals, after chat 
An 9 464 juſtly fortelted all Pärdoh, all For- 
NEE 2 Even by the Death of” the Holy 


5 I 3345 4 


us. 

But it God! is thts Breil; och Pr to His 
Eflerice, und as to the extent o his Mercy: 
How ſhort is Man's motentary Being, We is 

VVV 
Life ir eben as a Vapd Aßpeupt e ſy 
Tims, and. then vaniſherh #wwity, Jarnes cup. A. V 
+ ut for all this, how boundlels 16 fs An- 
What abe 9 cee er diſtatſt Re- 


venge 
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( er) 
Revenge does he form ? He aims at Eternity in 
nothing ſo much as in his Malice, and gladly 
would purſue his Enemy to Ruin, to Death, 
to Hell it felf: In the mean while, Life wears 
away and Death draws on, and then this vain 
Perſecutor of himſelf, as well as others, finks 
down ſilently into the Gr ave, and all bis T bouphts 
(of Revenge) Per, and all his Paſſions are 
laid, but then he muſt riſe again to Judgment: 
Wherefore, how excellent is that Advice, Re. 
member thy End, and let Enmity ceaſe. \Remaniber - 
Corruption and Death and abide in theCommundments : 
Remenber the Commianimenss, and bear u Malice 15 
5 Nagler, Eceluf, 28. v. 6. 7 

The ſame Compariſon might be made, as to 
God's other Attributes; his Omniſcience, his 
Wiſdom, his Holineſt, Ne. but what has bern 
faid as to theſe, may ſuffice to ſne the great 
and fad difference between God and Man, as 
to the ſubje& of this Diſcourſe : And alſo, how 
Comprehenſive! How Uſeful! How  Empha« 
tical the Words of the Text are, 1am God and 
not Man: For as Good and Evil, Wildom and 
Folly, Truth and 'Falfhoog, are better daſdin- 
| ga, where they are placed near to one ano. 
ther: o Man s Anger and Revenge muſt ſhew 
more odious , when ſet in the Luſtre, and 


| Brightneſs of God's Patience and Metcy, and 
B no Man 


ie 


Man ought to be aſhamed of his manner of treat- 
ing his Brother accordingly. ' 

But virtuous Shame Finales new ReGhajoos 
of Obedience, and urges on the Soul ina kind of 
Impatience, to make amends for what is paſt ; 

_  wherefore, to glide and direct it in ſo doiog, I 

{Rag ſhew, | 
HE That the greateſt Improvementof Homane 
N ature, is to imitate God in thoſe Attributes, in 
reſpect to which, he declares hiwirik to be "God 

and en, . Aon 
Nothing debaſes iets Nature more, „than 
the being of a Paſſionate and Implacable Tem- 
per: Calmneſs and Eafineſs of Mind, are the 
effects of good Senſe, as well as good Nature; 
they are tlie reſult of conſcious Virtue, and flow 
from the juſt Security Which a Man! has, as to 
himſelf, whenever there ſnhall be occaſion for his 
Knowledge, Learning, Courage, Hc. but Paſ- 
hon is the contrary to all theſe, and is made uſe 
of, to conceal the want of them, or will certainly 
render them all unprofitable : Therefore . 
thing can be more contemptible. | 

And tho' we are apt to deſpiſe thoſe 1 that are 
flow to Apprehend, and to laugh at Dulneſs and 
Stupidity; yet a Furious, Paſſionate Temper i is 
far worſe: Dulneſs, indeed, hinders increaſe of 
| As * then it isſeldom troubleſome to 
| e 6 1 itſelf 


( 13.) 


itſelf or others; whereas violent Paſſion hurries 
Men into Error, in the ſearch of Truth; and 
into Injuſtice in all 19 with our Neigh- 
bour ; and, as a Man'cools, Teaves Vexatior and 
© Remorſe behind it; and in theſe and other re- 
ſpecs is worſe than Stupidity itſelf : For as to 
the Publick Good,” how much better is it, that 
Reaſon ſhould (in 'the ſume number of Perſons) 
be always Uſeleſs, than al Vays Dangerous? and 
as for a Man sſelf, how much more Innocent and 
_ Happy is he, who is almoſt Becalm'd; than he 
whois in a continual. Tempeſt ? Seeſt thou 4 Man, 
tbut is haſt in bio Mordes (faith! Solomon; Prov. 
39. 20.) there is more hope of 4 Fool had F bim, 
becauſe it is much eaſier to inform Dulneſs, than 
to convince Pride. But if Folly ſhould, for all- 
this, ſeemiſtillw,orſe than Paſlonyche ſame Aus! 
thor: tells: us, chap. 1. v. 29. T. bat be that is haſty 
of Spirit emalteth Folly, raiſes it to the higheſt 
Piteh, wakes! it moſt Conſpicuous the Remarkas 
ble; if ſo, as this is the effect of Puſſion, nothing: 
can debaſe or degrade Humane Nature more: 
Whereas it is improvd and exalted in the high-- 
eſt manner, by. imitating God, particularly i in 
choſe Artributes Aan are referr'd: to in, the. 
Text. u ie ON Q, 
That God ou ht to e is « generally i 5 
| agreed, but chen e are apt to miſtake 9 „ 
YH Choice _ 


a9) 


choice of thoſe Attributes hs are moſt pro- 
per and beneficial for their Imitation. We are 
not capable of being very like God, in his Om- 
niſcience, or his Almighty, Power, but we are 
very capable of being like him in his Good: _ 
Yet our Vanity makes us aſpire chiefly after the 
other, inſomuch, that we would not only be as 
Lb: Wiſe: as God, but Correct his Wiſdom, tho' ma- 
naifeſted by Reæxelaeiom, in the Making, Govern- 
ing, and what 18 "m0 firange, in the Redeeming 
of the World. We graſp at what we can of his 
Power, and necarding! to theimeaſure we have of 
it, turn it againſt our Fellow- Creatures; but 
who is there that ſtrives to imitate. his Goodneſs? 
This alas! is few Mens Care, tho it be eyerß 
4 Bodies Duty and Advantage; therefore is it, that 
3 the little we can attain to of the other; becomes 
*t hurtful; therefore is it, that Power ſo aten r runs: 
1 into Oppreſſion, and Wiſdom into Cunni ä 
whereas, he that : propoſes to imitate (God's hes 
nels; Ns, becomes himſelf a Publick oo : 
and then the more Power and the more Waſdans 
He has, the better is it for Mankind. This made 
chat excellent Empeco r. Artoninuis, encourage him 
bh $5 elf ſo often to this Niuty ::Tchebeft/wway of: 
44 Es - ſays he, zs not to do like him that 


ou de thu 3 — 


3 ts ” 
af of doing God, 7 another, 20500 > God's Ex 
anple Hill before thee And in | mother 
Place. Endeatour to tontinus alan 
dee, as Pbuloſe ophy cen malte thet, "VIZ. 75 ab- 
ſoip the Gods.) 5 to di god to Afanlind; "Life 
is hut Hort, he beſt Fruit "we can bave of it, 14 to 
preſerut a good 0 oh cience, ond 10 dy Good fo the Pub 
lieb IT: Fd: 1 

How ſafely Gig God eat 0 Ach Pow 

„With ſo much Goodneſs! How gracious. 

ne when he raiſes up ſuch Princes 
the World ! But how Dull and Theratefol. 
abe they; Who, when they have fuch'a Hieſling, 
fb an b Hunte, wil fot imitate it nexords. 


15 6, s 23 


lr ir they vob 60 b the d beſt way to do 
od; in With - Forgivenefs And 
Nee beet ih will open the/Door'to all. 


kinds of Beneficence, 'whereas Unforgivenels- 
Huts i: And that 66], not only apainſt pax. 
ticular Enemies, bet againſt every Body eite; 
becauſe Peoples Tempers grow Soure, and delt 
Hearts Hardened, through continual . 
Aid Contrivavices of Neve de; but etnefs-. 
keeps the Sem Penler and Coripofhohate, and: 
like the Widows Oil, ihevenles white it i pour: 
cd out, and imparted to others; this is a "Treas 
are never to be exhaufted, or taken from us 3. 
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in, all Evens. and, cn che, 1 — — 
Part and Character of Life; Makes 


| ec Ee Fane here te tp this FPurpote. 
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nay, it is not in a Man's Power, (becauſe. i it 
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